What to Do with My Wheat

Roger Don Gribble, OCES NW Area Agronomist

I have been participating in several wheat production meetings through northwest Oklahoma.  During these meetings we have been discussing topics like what to do with wheat not yet planted to weed control efforts on emerged wheat.  We have also been addressing what to do with volunteer wheat and cheat.  If you have not been able to attend the meetings try to catch one close to you through your County Extension Office.

These meetings have been very educational.  It is a good chance for me to provide some research information to producers and to try to best help producers get their wheat in the ground.

The sad part of this fall’s wheat sowing effort is the loss of forage production.  We have shown that the earlier we can put wheat seed in the ground the more forage we can produce.  Even though producers placed seed in the ground during the last week of August in hopes of obtaining wheat pasture, moisture limited growth.  It does appear that those producer who chose to dust wheat in with a drill or broadcast seeded their wheat prior to the rainfall periods, still have some good hopes for wheat pasture.  If we can maintain temperatures in the 60-degree F during the day and 40-degree F during the nights, we can have excellent chances for wheat pasture.  As I look at the forecasted weather however, these temperatures are going to be limited.

Producers are now looking more at wheat as a grain crop at this time.  After reviewing some planting date studies at the North Central Research Station at Lahoma, seeding wheat now still has good chances for good grain yields.  OSU data from last years planting date studies have increasing yields through November 4, which was the last planting date in the study.  Given last years weather, November 15 would have also been an excellent date to plant wheat for grain yields.  With an average weather pattern, in order to obtain good grain yields producers will have to increase the seeding rates to offset the loss of time that seedling wheat has to develop tillers.  Research would indicate seeding rates should be increased to 90 pounds of seed per acre.  Some producers may be seeding up to 120 pounds per acre.  

There is good research from Kansas that indicates that a 20 % yield reduction per month delay in planting wheat.  We would expect that same reduction in Oklahoma beginning with a December 1 planting date.  Most of the varieties that are sold in Oklahoma will still have enough time to vernalize and make grain for harvest.  If a producer was concerned about the vernalization time, Jagger should be a variety that he could chose.  The vernalization time for Jagger is shorter than some of the other varieties.

This is a good time for asking questions and working with the OCES Agriculture Educator in your county.  Please feel free to stop by the offices in each county to address your needs.

