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2008 OSU WHEAT PLOTS
% HOOKER, OK

Thank you to Dan Herald for allowing OSU to put this years wheat plots on his farm.
The physical location is west half of SW'. of 18-5-18, which is about 2!~ miles North-
east of Hooker on Hwy 54, then west across the railroad track and back North
approximately /4 mile.

HOOKER HARD WINTER WHEAT VARIETY TRIAL 2007-2008
COOPERATOR: DAN HERALD
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GREATWESTERN FEEDOUT

The Great Western Feedout is a producer in-
formation feedback program that allows cattle
producers the opportunity to evaluate the ge-
netic merit of the calves they produce for
feedlot performance and carcass value follow-
ing weaning and a winter stocker program.
We will begin the 2008 Great Western Feed-
out on February 20, 2008 at the Cattleman’s
Choice Feedyard near Gage, OK, with the en-
try forms due on January 18, 2008. There
are, of course, many similarities between the
‘Feedout’ programs but there are three signifi-
cant parts of the Great Western Feedout that
are different from the Oklahoma Steer Fee-
dout.

First difference, all steers must be approved
through the CattleLOG™ Age & Source Veri-
fication Program prior to delivery at the
feedyard. Approved CattleLOG™ Auditors
from Cattleman’s Choice Feedyard or the
OSU Cooperative Extension Service will con-
duct an on-site ranch audit prior to delivery.
Producers will be supplied with EID tags after
they have enrolled their cattle. The EID tags
will need to be attached to the steer’s ear prior
to ranch audit and approval. This change pro-
vides an excellent educational opportunity for
everyone to become more knowledgeable re-
garding age and source verification programs
and also insures that the steers are linked to
the cow herd of origin to best utilize the
Feedout as a genetic evaluation.

Second, the timeline of this test allows the
feedlot phase to follow a winter stocker pro-
gram. The wintering program can have a
high gain potential, such as wheat pasture or a
dry-lot feeding program, or it can be a low-
gain holding program. This allows steers to
go on-feed when they are older and at a heav-
ier weight which is currently more typical in

beef industry. Given the increased cost of
feed grains, providing genetic evaluation
along this management schedule appears to
be in demand and can provide information to
beef producers that can assist them in deter-
mining the value of their genetic and manage-
ment program.

Third, the GWF will be conducted at Cattle-
man’s Choice Feedyard near Gage, OK. Dale
Moore is the owner/manager and has been ex-
cellent to work with. Dale specializes in
small group feeding and has worked to re-
trieve carcass data for his customers. In addi-
tion, there are other changes in format from
the OK Steer Feedout; any head-count over 5
is allowed, steers will be marketed individu-
ally instead of by producer group, and other
minor changes. We hope these changes will
expand producer participation.

Obviously, given the location of the feedyard
and timetable of the GWF test, many of the
participants will be from western Oklahoma,
however, we want each of you to know that
anyone is welcome to participate. We also
expect to obtain entries from Texas and Kan-
sas.

We are excited about this new Feedout pro-
gram. We hope that by offering a new pro-
gram we will expand the number of producers
that take the opportunity to learn more about
the calves they are producing. Again, the OK
Steer Feedout will continue to function as
usual, providing producers the opportunity to
put a set of calves on feed following weaning.
The Great Western Feedout is a companion
program that provides interested producers
the chance to receive post-weaning data under
a slightly different feedlot entry schedule.



BOVINE RESPIRATORY DISEASE
IN FEEDLOT CATTLE VS.
FEEDLOT AND
CARCASS TRAITS

By Britt Hicks, OSU Area Extension Livestock Specialist

Bovine respiratory disease (BRD) is the most common
and costly beef cattle disease in the United States. Re-
cent research showed that the economic loss associated
with lower gains and treatment cost for BRD infection
in a 1,000 head feedlot was $13.90 per animal, not in-
cluding labor and associated handling costs. Recently
published research from the U.S. Meat Animal Research
Center in Clay Center, NE evaluated whether selection
for disease resistance is a viable means of preventing or
reducing economic losses associated with BRD. These
researchers analyzed health records on 18,112 feedlot
cattle over a 15-yr period and slaughter data on 1,627

steers over a 4-yr period to estimate the phenotypic and
genetic correlations of BRD with growth, carcass, and
meat palatability traits. The estimated heritability of
BRD incidence was low at 0.08 suggesting that genetic
selection for reduced BRD incidence would be slow at
best. In contrast, heritability estimates for carcass traits
were moderate to high, ranging from 0.26 to 0.68.
Heritability estimates for palatability traits (WBSF, ten-
derness and juiciness scores) were moderate ranging
from 0.23 to 0.31. Most genetic correlations of BRD
with performance, carcass and palatability traits were
low or negligible. These low correlations suggest that
selection to reduce BRD in feedlot cattle would have
negligible effects on growth, carcass, and palatability
traits. Thus, selection to reduce BRD would have minor
economic consequences on production traits or product
quality.

Source: Beef Cattle Research Update, November 2007

OPSU 56TH ANNUAL BEEF
BULL PERFORMANCE TEST
RESULTS ARE PUBLISHED.

OPSU BULL TEST SALE
FEBRUARY 25, 2008

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT DR.
JERRY MARTIN
(580) 349-1500

2008 TEXAS COUNTY
AG APPRECIATION DAY

JANUARY 16 - POLITICAL FORUM®@
JIM DRAPER’S FARM

JANUARY 17 - AG DAY FESTIVITIES @
TEXAS COUNTY ACTIVITY CENTER

(MORE INFO TO COME LATER)

OKLAHOMA NO-TILL CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 11 & 12, 2008

CLARION HOTEL
737 S MERIDIAN
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

STOP BY OSU EXTENSION OFFICE FOR
REGISTRATION FORMS
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

The Extension Service (T HOPE!N
office will be closed -3
from
December 24, 2007 thru
January 1, 2008 for the -
holidays. f’:{f
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Steve Kraich, Ag/4-H Educator
Texas County OSU Extension Service

"Oklahoma State University, U. S. Department of Agriculture, State and Local governments cooperating. Oklahoma State University in compliance with Title
VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, and other federal and state laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, religion, disability,
or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, or procedures."

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Robert E.
Whitson, Director of Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma
State University as authorized by the Dean of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources and has been prepared and distributed at a cost of
$13.08 for 327 copies.
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